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President’s Message
By Kelly McCloskey

Meeting with the Honourable Steve Thomson

Representatives of the FHA Board met with Steve Thomson, Minister of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) on January 18th 
and again with his staff on February 20th 
to follow-up on the issues discussed. 

In addition to providing the Minister 
and his staff with an overview of the 
FHA—with the not-so-subtle objective of 
securing his support for floating homes 
and our communities—the key issues 
discussed were i) the lack of moorage 
availability in BC; ii) the importance of 
long-term leases for marinas and float 
home owners; and iii) the opportunity to 
partner on matters where other govern-
ment ministries or Ottawa are the barrier 
(e.g., funding for dredging, short-term 
emergency/maintenance permits, etc.).
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Greetings FHA members and floating home 
enthusiasts! Although the weather-gods have 
been up-to-no-good these past weeks, Spring is 
truly just around the corner. And in addition to 
looking forward to an algae-free deck, you have 
the association’s AGM on April 22nd and related 

‘hot-seat’ panel-session to look forward to. We also have some good 
news from the Honourable Steve Thomson, Minister in charge of all 
water lot leases formerly managed by the Port of Vancouver. Want to 
know more – read on!

From the left, Kelly McCloskey, FHA President; Frank Archer, FHA;  
The Honourable Steve Thomson, FLNRO; and John Roscoe, FHA.
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• The Minister and his staff had done their 
homework and were well briefed on the posi-
tive contributions made by FHA members and 
the challenges we face. In sum, Thomson was 
supportive of actions that increase moorage 
availability and he agreed to assist us in raising 
our profile with government and others that 
impact the sustainability of our lifestyle in BC.

• The Minister announced that his staff is in the 
final stage of an agreement with First Nations 
on the lower Fraser River and as a result, long-
term leases will be offered to all water lot 
lease holders in 2017. Although the details 
are still pending (e.g., length of term, lease 
rates, etc.), this development is great news 
for the hundreds of lease holders currently 
living with month-to-month agreements (and 
the corresponding uncertainty that means for 
rents, financing costs, insurance, etc.). Further, 
FLNRO staff have identified floating homes and 
their marinas as a priority and are targeting 
June 30th to have the new agreements in place. 
If you need more information about your tenure 
please contact Donna Myketa at FLNRO at 
604-586-4426.

• The Minister agreed that the current 145 day 
permitting process for emergency and/or 
routine maintenance work was impractical and 
agreed to establish a joint working group with 
the FHA to identify areas of concern and means 
to expedite the process. Discussions with 
FLRNO staff are proceeding on which issues to 
address and volunteers to represent our inter-
ests are being sought.

• Although these developments and the positive 
relations established with FLNRO are encour-
aging, it’s premature to celebrate until all the 
particulars are known. In addition to uncer-
tainty as to terms of the new water leases, 
government just announced that a Collab-
orative Management Agreement to “improve 
stewardship” on the Fraser River will be part 
of their agreement with First Nations. What 
this means in practice is difficult to ascertain 
from their March 2nd Q&A document and thus 
more clarity is being sought (to be uploaded to 
our website under Resources, Government and 
Regulations). 

The key takeaways:
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Other Meetings

In conjunction with the Ladner Sediment Group, FHA Director John Roscoe and I continue to seek federal, 
provincial and municipal funding support for a sustainable dredging program for BC. Those affected by 
the recent low tides a few months back, know how important this initiative is.

On this topic, kudos to independent MLA Vicki Huntington, who has been effective in keeping the 
dredging issue front-and-center in Victoria, where progress is anticipated (it is an election year after all). 
At the federal level, discussions continue with the Honourable Carla Qualtrough and her staff, although 
the powers-that-be in Ottawa are still dragging their feet. At the municipal level, the Corporation of 
Delta has indicated that it will consider a partnership model but it’s predicated on other levels of govern-
ment participating. 

To assist the FHA Board in its government outreach on dredging and other issues, we compiled the 
attached (albeit incomplete) list of government ridings with float homes and their respective represen-
tatives (see our website under Resources, Government and Regulations). Next on the agenda is an email 
to all BC MLAs listed with an information sheet created by Sandy (see Communications Report). I did 
mention that it’s an election year, didn’t I.

Panel Discussion at AGM

A “hot-seat” panel session is planned in concert with our April 22nd AGM. The objective is to learn first-
hand what key government ministries are doing on matters of concern to the membership and give you 
the opportunity to ask questions directly. Although all the speakers have not yet been confirmed, senior 
representatives from the following government agencies are expected:

• BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
• BC Ministry of Housing
• Federal Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans
• Federal Ministry of Environment

To facilitate a productive session and ensure your questions are addressed, please forward your ques-
tions to the session moderator in advance (FHA Director Dave Coulter davecoulter53@shaw.ca). 

More information on the AGM will be forwarded to you shortly, including the agenda and key resolu-
tions. The latter includes the proposed modifications to our bylaws described in our last newsletter. Your 
assistance in encouraging others in your neighborhood to attend is greatly appreciated.
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Other Tidbits…

We received an invitation to speak at the March 20th AGM of the BC Tiny House Collective, whose 
mandate includes government housing strategies related to tiny homes. Although not all float homes 
are ‘tiny’, we do share many of the regulatory and acceptance challenges and thus should be able to 
support each other on issues of common concern.

Finally, to foster awareness and increased fellowship within the membership, the board is again exploring 
the option of renting the Paddlewheeler Riverboat for a private tour of float home communities on the 
lower Fraser River. It would include lunch and be cost neutral. More on this at the AGM.

Official AGM documents coming soon. 
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This year’s AGM will launch with a special interac-
tive panel that you don’t want to miss. 

We are working with senior representatives from 
provincial and federal government ministries to 
participate in a panel discussion and Q&A ahead 
of our official business meeting. We will introduce 
the speakers in our official AGM package (to be 
distributed by email March 22, 2017). 

Along side standard AGM procedures such as 
approval of last year’s minutes and voting in the 
board of directors, this year we will also be asking 
members to approve our new by-laws. Changes to 
the Society Act require all BC Socities to ammend 
and update by-laws to comply with the new act. 
We are taking advantage of this opportunity to 
bring the rest of our by-laws up to date.

New this year will be an online renewal/sign-up 
page on our website that will allow you to quickly 
complete your membership form and pay using 
our secure PayPal processing tools.  It will be avail-
able 30 days prior to the AGM (March 22, 2017). 

Membership in the Floating Home Association 
is on a per-person basis. All members who wish 
to vote on motions at our AGM must have their 
membership dues paid prior to the AGM (or at the 
door). 

We hope you will take advantage of our online 
system to expedite registration on the day of our 
event. Registered members will be provided a 
voting card at the door with which they will show 
their support for/against any motions made at the 
AGM. 

Please plan to arrive promptly at 1:00 PM so that 
registration can proceed quickly and efficiently. 

AGM  
Announcement

Mark your calendar for the Floating Home 
Association’s Annual General Meeting

Date: Saturday, April 22, 2017
Time: 1:00 - 4:00PM
Location: Ladner Community Centre
4734 51 Street, Delta, BC V4K 3R8



www.floatinghomesbc.ca Newsletter Spring 2017 Page  6

Communications Update
By Sandy McKellar, FHA secretary

To showcase the beauty, diversity and history of 
floating homes, we created a two page document 
to share with the Minister and his staff at our 
January meeting (see President’s Message). 

To view and download the promo document - 
please visit the About US section of our website.


